
I am the good shepherd 

Seven Defining Statements  



Jesus says He is… 

• Bread of Life - Hunger 

• Light of the World - Follow 

• Gate - Access 



Return to John 9 

• Crowd is concerned about healing 

of blind man 

– Whose sin is it? 

– What purpose is there in his situation? 

• Religious leaders 

– Kick out the healed man 

– Accuse Jesus of following Satan 

• Jesus tells man He is “Son of God” 



John 10 

• Jesus tells the crowd a story about 

sheep 

– Announces He is the gate that all 

sheep must go through to belong to 

the Father 

– He has come to give the sheep access 

to abundant life 

– Others come only to steal and destroy 



John 10 

 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 

gives His life for the sheep. But a hireling, he 

who is not the shepherd, one who does not 

own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 

leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf 

catches the sheep and scatters them. The 

hireling flees because he is a hireling and 

does not care about the sheep…” 

 



John 10 

“I am the good shepherd. The good 

shepherd gives His life for the sheep. 

But a hireling, he who is not the 

shepherd, one who does not own the 

sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves 

the sheep and flees; and the wolf 

catches the sheep and scatters 

them. The hireling flees because he is a 

hireling and does not care about the 

sheep…” 

 

• There is a distinct difference between 

Jesus and anyone else who cares for us 

 



John 10 

 “I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, 

and am known by My own. As the Father 

knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay 

down My life for the sheep. And other sheep I 

have which are not of this fold; them also I 

must bring, and they will hear My voice; and 

there will be one flock and one shepherd…” 



John 10 

 “I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, 

and am known by My own. As the Father 

knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I 

lay down My life for the sheep. And other 

sheep I have which are not of this fold; them 

also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; 

and there will be one flock and one 

shepherd…” 

 

• Jesus knows His sheep 

• His sheep know Him 

– Includes Jews who know Him as Messiah/Savior 

– Includes Gentiles who know Him as Messiah/Savior 

 



John 10 

 “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay 

down My life that I may take it again. No one 

takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I 

have power to lay it down, and I have power 

to take it again. This command I have 

received from Father.” Therefore there was a 

division again among the Jews because of 

these sayings. And many of them said, “He 

has a demon and is mad. Why do you listen 

to Him?”   Others said, “These are not the 

words of one who has a demon. Can a demon 

open the eyes of the blind?” 



John 10 

“Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay 

down My life that I may take it again. No one 

takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I 

have power to lay it down, and I have power 

to take it again. This command I have 

received from Father.” Therefore there was a 

division again among the Jews because of 

these sayings. And many of them said, “He 

has a demon and is mad. Why do you listen to 

Him?”   Others said, “These are not the words 

of one who has a demon. Can a demon open 

the eyes of the blind?” 

• Jesus is all powerful, but does what 

pleases the Father because He loves Him 

– It’s not about the rules - it’s the relationship 

 



John 10 

“Now it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, 

and it was winter. And Jesus walked in the temple, 

in Solomon’s porch. Then the Jews surrounded  

Him and said to Him, “How long do You keep us in 

doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.”  

Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not 

believe. The works that I do in My Father’s name, 

they bear witness of Me. But you do not believe, 

Because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you” 

 



John 10 

“Now it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, 

and it was winter. And Jesus walked in the temple, 

in Solomon’s porch. Then the Jews surrounded  

Him and said to Him, “How long do You keep us  

In doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.”  

Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not 

believe. The works that I do in My Father’s name, 

they bear witness of Me. But you do not believe, 

Because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you” 

• Jesus clearly states who He is, but knowing 

who He is requires belief in Him 

– Unless there is that belief, there are things 

that will never be known, understood, 

experienced 

 



John 10 

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 

they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, 

and they shall never perish; neither shall 

anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, 

who has given them to Me, is greater than all; 

and no one is able to snatch them out of My 

Father’s hand. I and My Father are one.” 



John 10 

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 

they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, 

and they shall never perish; neither shall 

anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, 

who has given them to Me, is greater than all; 

and no one is able to snatch them out of My 

Father’s hand. I and My Father are one.” 

 

• We are Jesus’ sheep eternally if He knows us 

and we follow Him and nothing can change 

that except our choice to no longer follow 

Him 

 



John 10 

• There is a distinct difference between Jesus and 

anyone else who cares for us 

 

• Jesus knows His sheep • His sheep know Him 

 

• Jesus is all powerful, but does what pleases the 

Father because Jesus loves the Father 

 

• Jesus clearly states who He is, but knowing who 

He is requires belief in Him 

 

• We are Jesus’ sheep eternally if He knows us and 

we follow Him and nothing can change that 

except our choice to no longer follow Him 



Jesus is the good shepherd 

• For His sheep, He is their shepherd 

– Don’t look elsewhere for what He supplies 

– If He’s your shepherd, you know it 

– If you don’t know it, then does He know you? 

 



Jesus is the good Shepherd 

• For His sheep, He is their shepherd 

– Don’t look elsewhere for what He 

supplies 

– If He’s your shepherd, you know it 

– If you don’t know it, then does He 

know you? 

 

• If He is your shepherd, you have 

NOTHING to fear 

– Understanding His role as shepherd 

takes away all fear 

 



Jesus is the good shepherd 

• Good Shepherd - Responsibility 



Paraphrase of Psalm 23 

“Jesus is my shepherd, and there is nothing 

more I could want.  He has me rest in 

pleasant places and leads me into safety, 

and makes me whole, all the while making 

me holy. Even when it seems death is very 

near, I’m not afraid because He is stronger 

than anything, even my enemies. He heals 

me and blesses me beyond my ability to 

understand it all since everywhere I look I 

find His goodness and His mercy.  And I will 

live with Him, knowing Him, now and 

forever.” 



No wonder… 

• The enemy hates Him so 

• Those who are religious try to make 

it about something else 

• The world is so confused about who 

He really is because He is unique 



Jesus is… 

• The Bread of Life - Hunger 

• The Light of the World - Follow 

• The Gate - Access 

• The Good Shepherd - Responsibility 


