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…Until Jesus comes

1 & 2 Thessalonians

Focus on the return of Jesus Christ

Paul introduces some eschatological concepts in 
these books

Assurance that Jesus is returning as King

Assurance that believers (both still alive and those 
who have passed on) will be part of the celebration 
of His return

1 Thessalonians 5:  12- 15

• Recognize those who work
• Recognize those in spiritual authority
• Warn those who are unruly
• Comfort the fainthearted
• Uphold the weak
• Be patient with all
• Don’t let anyone seek revenge - and more
• Pursue what is good for you and for others

These are things we do for one another

1 Thessalonians 5:  16-18

“Rejoice always,  pray without ceasing, 
in everything give thanks; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you…”
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Essential to transformation
Impossible to hide or fake for any length of time
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Why does this matter so much?

1 Thessalonians 5:  19-22

“Do not quench the Spirit.  Do not despise
prophecies. Test all things; hold fast what is good. 
Abstain from every form of evil…”
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Do not quench the Spirit.
• What if I always listened and embraced?
• What if I did not put out the fire?

Do not despise prophecies.
• What if I welcomed godly counsel and witness? 

Test all things.
• What if I checked for purity?
• What if I gave truth its rightful value?

Hold fast what is good.
• What if I held onto what I knew to be true?

Abstain from every form of evil.
• What if I stayed away from what’s seen as evil?

1 Thessalonians 5:  23-24

“Now may the God of peace Himself 
sanctify you completely; 

and may your whole spirit, soul, and body

be preserved blameless 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

He who calls you is faithful, 

who also will do it.”
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God Himself 

sanctifies me completely,
spirit, soul, and body,

preserving me blameless 

until Jesus comes.  

1 Thessalonians 5:  25-28

“…Brethren, pray for us. Greet all the brethren with a
holy kiss.  I charge you by the Lord that this epistle
be read to all the holy brethren. The grace of our

Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.”

Emphatic Emphasis on what we all  focus on

Colossians emphasizes the Lordship of Christ
1 Thessalonians emphasizes the return of Christ
Revelation emphasizes the plan for that return

Paul emphasizes…

“I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read to 
all the holy brethren.”

The spiritual concepts here are important enough 
that they be read to ALL those who are holy.

It is not just a ‘reading aloud’ but instead knowing 
accurately.

These concepts are essential to our walk toward 
holiness and sanctification.

Hallowed…sanctified…
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